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 Johnathan Bridges had rarely ventured outside of 
Tennessee when he started with the Douglas-Cherokee Up-
ward Bound program as a freshman at Scott County High 
School. By the time he was a junior, he had made summer 
trips with the program to Houston, New Orleans, and Bos-
ton, seeing the world as he never had seen it before. During 

the school year as part of the program’s academic year requirements, he spent 
many Saturdays taking enrichment courses at Carson-Newman University to pre-
pare for the ACT, public speaking, and enjoying a range of fun activities to better 
prepare him for life after high school.  
 
 Now, Johnathan is 2,300 
miles away from home and a fresh-
man at Stanford University in Cali-
fornia. Acceptance into Stanford is 
not an easy feat and one not based 
solely on grades and test scores. “I 
think about 33,000 apply, and only 
about  1,700 are accepted,” Johna-
than says, explaining that the extra-
curricular activities he participated 
in through Upward Bound helped 
him.  
 
 Upward Bound requires 
high school seniors to apply to 4 
colleges ( 2 match colleges, 1 safe 
college, and 1 stretch college). 
Johnathan applied and was accepted 

to Tulane, Georgetown, Emory, University of Tennessee, and Stanford. In the end, 
he chose Stanford, and received $65,000 in scholarships per year to attend.  

Commodity Distribution 
 Schedule 

  May 2nd– Rutledge 
  May 3rd– Bean Station 
  May 8th– Hamblen 
  May 15th– Sevier 
  May 22nd– Cocke 
  May 24th-Monroe 
  May 31st– Jefferson 

Social Services Day will be held in conjunction with the 

Commodity Distribution in Cocke and Jefferson Counties. 

February 24, 2018 marked National Trio Day. As a “Thank You” for community support, 
Scott County’s awesome  
Upward Bound Adviser and students held a “Thank You” card drive for the US Military. 
These students collected over 200 “Thank You’ cards and letters which were  sent to amil-
lionthanks.org. These cards will then be distributed to active soldiers, reserve soldiers, 
and veterans everywhere. 

HERO– Helping Everyone Respect Others 

Head Start recently recognized employees with the HERO Award.  
 
Jennifer Coopman received the HERO award for going above and beyond in 
supporting the well-being of a family in reaching a positive outcome. 
 
Tessie, Delores, Janet, and Trudy were recognized as HEROs for going above 
and beyond assisting the Food for Kids Program in Cocke County.  

Upcoming Events 
 Garden Seed vouchers will be available at the Neighborhood  

Service Centers beginning the last week of March. 
 

 April 7, 2018– Upward Bound Gatlinburg Student Trip 
 

 May 5, 2018– Upward Bound’s last Eagle Day of the year 
 

 May 10, 2018– DCEA Board of Directors’ Meeting 
 

 May 23-25, 2018– Upward Bound Summer Staff Meeting 
 

 May 28– July 9, 2018– Upward Bound Summer Session 
 

Inside this Issue 



 

 Gwynna Franklin of 
Madisonville was recently presented the award for "Tennessee Ambu-
lance Service Association's EMT of the Year".  This is a very prestigious 
honor that is bestowed upon the EMT in the state of Tennessee who has 
provided outstanding emergency     medical services to the residents in 
their county.   
  
 Monroe County is very proud of Gwynna for receiving this 
award!  In addition to being an outstanding EMT, Gwynna is a              former DCEA Head Start 
parent and represented Monroe County on the DCEA Head Start Policy Council for 
three consecutive years.  Gwynna continues to be a positive advocate for the DCEA Head 
Start classrooms in Monroe County.   
  
 As an extended service to the program, Gwynna will be providing basic first aid and emer-
gency training to the parents at the Mount Vernon Head Start center in April.  DCEA would like to 
extend our thanks to Gwynna for her continued support! 
  
Pictured in photo:  
Left - Gwynna Franklin, State of Tennessee EMT of the Year 
Right - Jodi Saffles, Family Service Worker, Mt Vernon Head Start, Monroe County 
   

 

 

The Newport Lowe’s 

 adopted a meal delivery route 

several months ago. Not only 

did they adopt the route, they 

have adopted our sweet people 

they deliver to as well.  

Thank you to  

Lowe’s for your help and  

kindness! 

The RSVP program is looking for volunteers, ages 55 and up, to 
work with home-bound seniors who feel isolated and alone. The 
program needs people interested in volunteering to make weekly 
phone calls from their own home or helping with transportation. Vol-
unteers are needed in Grainger, Cocke, Hamblen, and  
Jefferson Counties. 
Details can be found at www.douglascherokee-rsvp.org.  

 Amanda Whorley, Jefferson County Neighborhood Service Center  
Coordinator and the staff have brainstormed ways to assistance the clients more with their daily needs. Recent-
ly, it was brought to the staff’s attention that many clients were unable to purchase basic toiletry items.  Thus, 
the  
Necessities Closet was created.  
 The closet will consist of soaps, shampoos, deodorant, tooth brushes and tooth paste, toilet paper, femi-
nine pads, etc.  With these items, the  
Center hopes to help the community when they are in a crisis situation. The Necessities Closet should be well 

stocked and ready for use in Mid-April. 

Pictured: Boys and Girls of the Jefferson City Boys & Girls Clubs collected donations for the Jefferson 
County Neighborhood Service Center’s Necessities Closet. 


